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Kwantlen students (from left to right) Reena Bali, Arzo Ansary, and Jennifer Campbell led the revolt against their student association. 
Kwantlen fracas provokes  
student association ouster 
By PATRICK JOHNSTON
K
wantlen University students 
voted to remove 12 members of 
their student council at a wildly 
disrupted special general meet-
ing yesterday afternoon.
A group of students upset at the ac-
tions of the Kwantlen Student Associa-
tion executive asked for the meeting.
Before the vote could take place, stu-
dents lining up to register to vote were 
pepper sprayed by unknown assailants 
and the meeting room had to be cleared 
twice because of fire alarms.
 “One glance at the financial records 
and it will tell you all you need,” said 
Arzo Ansary, speaking on behalf of the 
opposition group. “They spent $120,000 
on a concert on campus. They’ve gone 
over by 500 per cent their legal spend-
ing limit.” 
The 352-to-0 vote ended with the re-
moval of 12 council members, including 
president Harman “Sean Birdman” 
Bassi and director of finance Nina 
Sandhu. None of the under-fire council 
members were in attendance.
Sandhu, it was determined by 
Kwantlen’s student newspaper The 
Runner, is the first cousin of controver-
sial former KSA director Aaron Takhar.
“When The Runner uncovered that 
several members of the board had been 
hiding their conflicts of interest they 
refused to speak to the public and, 
most importantly, the students,” said 
former director Reena Bali.
Takhar and several others were de-
fendants in a civil suit brought against 
them by a previous KSA council. 
The B.C. Supreme Court ruled in the 
KSA’s favour last winter. In October, 
the case was settled for no costs.
Further controversy emerged last 
week when Danish Butt, one of the de-
fendants in the lawsuit, was hired by 
council as a KSA staff member.
“They hire one of the people that we 
were supposed to be getting our money 
back from,” said Kwantlen student Ka-
tie Walker. “How is that serving the 
students?” 
The ousted board declined comment. 
Mounties
to stay in 
province 
A new agreement says that 
the RCMP are likely stay-
ing for the next 20 years.
Wednesday meeting leads to removal of 12 student council members  
More riot charges laid thanks to tips and posters
After police 
handed out 
pictures of 
riot sus-
pects, tips 
come in 
everyday
By JEN ST. DENIS
Justice is coming slowly but surely to those responsible for the June 15 Stanley Cup riots.
B.C. Crown Council announced to-
day that 61 charges have been approved 
against 25 suspected rioters. In a press 
release, Vancouver police say they ex-
pect more charges to be approved soon. 
This follows the Vancouver Police De-
partment’s recommendation that 163 
charges be brought against 60 people.
On Nov. 15, police handed out 35,000 
“Riot Roundup” posters out to the pub-
lic, including at Langara. The posters 
featured the photos of 104 suspected 
rioters and proved to be very success-
ful, said Sgt. Howard Chow of the Inte-
grated Riot Response Team.
“We’ve got leads on 48 of those peo-
ple, and are still getting tips [at a rate 
of] about two a day,” said Chow.
During the riots, 60 businesses were 
vandalized and a third of those were 
also looted, with damages in the mil-
lions, said Charles Gauthier, Executive 
Director of the Downtown Vancouver 
Business Improvement Association.
“The one thing that’s unquantifiable 
is more the emotional distress…be-
cause there was a violent component to 
[the riots],” said Gauthier.
By DANIEL PALMER
It looks as if B.C.’s Mounties aren’t going anywhere. The federal and B.C. governments 
have reached a tentative agreement to 
keep the R.C.M.P. policing the province 
for the next 20 years, said B.C. Solicitor 
General Shirley Bond yesterday on the 
deadline for negotiations.
“We’re very pleased to recognize 
that we do have what forms the basis of 
a tentative agreement on the R.C.M.P. 
contract,” said Bond at a press confer-
ence. “There is still work to be done in 
terms of the process of finalizing that 
contract, but I’m very pleased.”
The province had been in tense ne-
gotiations with Ottawa in the lead-up to 
the Nov. 30 deadline after federal Pub-
lic Safety Minister Vic Toews issued an 
ultimatum in July threatening to with-
draw R.C.M.P. forces failing a contract 
agreement. 
Premier Christy Clark responded by 
saying that B.C. was considering its 
own provincial police force, although 
this option is now off the table.
The new contract addresses some 
concerns of B.C. municipalities which 
pay between 70 and 90 per cent of the 
policing costs in their communities. 
The municipalities had hoped for a 
more equal cost-sharing formula, but 
they have been given what Bond called 
“cost containment tools” through a 
contract management committee and a 
five-year review.
“The fact that she’s agreed to a con-
tract management committee here... is 
a major step forward for us,” said Peter 
Fassbender, Langley City mayor and 
Union of B.C. Municipalities spokes-
man. 
Bond also suggested the government 
would engage in a public consultation.
David Eby of the B.C. Civil Liberties 
Association called the consultation 
process “oddly hypocritical” and ques-
tioned why the government has not 
made public a crucial R.C.M.P. audit on 
financial accountability and officer be-
haviour.
“It’s like saying we’d like your feed-
back on this new bridge that we’re 
building; we’ve already started con-
struction and we have an audit of the 
construction company but we’re not 
going to tell you what the audit says,” 
said Eby. 
Fassbender said the negotiation is a 
victory, despite the compromise.
“No contract and no negotiation is 
ever perfect, but I think we’ve come a 
long way from where we started.”
“They’ve 
gone over 
by 500 
per cent 
their legal 
spending 
limit.
ARZO ANSARY
Kwantlen student
By ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY
The B.C. Supreme Court has ruled that part of the province’s new drunk driving law is unconstitu-
tional.
In his judgment released Wednes-
day, Justice John Sigurdson said that 
the year-old Automatic Roadside Pro-
hibition legislation violates Charter 
rights because it gives police too much 
power without an acceptable process of 
appeal.
While Sigurdson upheld current leg-
islation that imposes penalties on mo-
torists found to have a blood alcohol 
level between .05 and .08, he deter-
mined that roadside prohibitions for 
drivers who “fail” Breathalyzer tests 
do not “appropriately balance the 
rights of individuals and society at 
large.”
According to Sigurdson, it is the pen-
alties for drivers who blow the criminal 
level (above .08) that are too severe. 
He said the province needs to pro-
vide an appeal process for drivers to 
dispute their charges.
At a press conference following the 
judgment, Solicitor General Shirley 
Bond said the ruling “does not mean 
that if you decide to drink and drive 
and blow .08 or above, that you will not 
face consequences.” 
Tougher penalties for impaired driv-
ing were implemented under B.C.’s Mo-
tor Vehicle Act on Sept. 20, 2010, allow-
ing police to levy roadside fines, issue 
suspensions and impound cars. 
According to a government report 
released last week, the new clause re-
duced alcohol-related driving deaths 
by 40 per cent last year.
Despite the “minor fixes” recom-
mended by Sigurdson, Bond said she 
was pleased he “substantially upheld 
the impaired driving regime.”
 “What matters most is the regime 
has saved lives in British Columbia. We 
have seen 45 people go home to their 
families that wouldn’t have under the 
previous set of circumstances,” she 
said. 
“I think it’s justified,” said environ-
mental studies student Carson Close. 
“Drunk driving is something we 
shouldn’t take lightly.”
But Peter Horwood, CEO of Bridges 
Restaurant on Granville Island, said he 
doesn’t believe stricter laws have any 
real impact.
“The real serious drinker-drivers 
are not going to be changed by legisla-
tion,” he said.  
“People who are a danger to the pub-
lic, who get behind the wheel incapable 
of driving, they’re not going to change,” 
Horwood reiterated.
By MATT HYNDMAN
D
espite Wednesday’s B.C. Su-
preme court ruling declaring 
parts of the program unconstitu-
tional, the annual CounterAt-
tack campaign to crack down on im-
paired driving over the holidays will be 
as strong as ever, ICBC, police and the 
B.C. government announced Wednes-
day.
“Regardless of the decision, police 
will be out in full force this month to 
catch drunk drivers,” said the Minister 
of Public Safety Shirley Bond. “It’s 
clear that the current efforts are work-
ing,” she said, touting a statistic that 45 
fewer people have died since the legis-
lation was enacted last year. 
“We don’t expect to see a de-empha-
sization of the fact that you shouldn’t 
get in your car and drink and drive,” 
Bond said. “From my perspective, 
CounterAttack will continue, the ques-
tion will be under what regime of im-
paired driving regulations.”
The December campaign will see 
more roadblocks around Vancouver, 
and this year helicopters will be uti-
lized to enforce the law and raise 
awareness about the increase of police 
presence. 
“If you drink or use drugs do not 
drive. You will get caught. You’ve been 
warned,” said Const. Jamie Graham of 
the Victoria police.
Jon Schubert, president and CEO of 
ICBC, said a message needs to be sent 
to men in particular. “We account for 74 
per cent of all drunk drivers. It’s not at 
all clear to me why we simply don’t get 
the message.”
Schubert said the holidays are the 
worst time of year for deaths caused by 
impaired driving. “If this December is 
the same as other Decembers, on aver-
age nine people are going to be killed.”
A spokeswoman for M.A.D.D. said 
she was pleased with the holiday cam-
paign. She said the money spent on the 
campaign is saved through health care 
costs in the long run. “Too often people 
are quick to say it violates my rights. 
Well it violates my rights when a drunk 
driver hits me with their car.”
Langara student Jonathan Dang 
thinks the current laws are reasonable. 
“It’s fair in the sense that they pay the 
price for doing something so stupid.”
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The Studio 58 choir performs Bob Dylan’s ‘I Shall Be Released’ (a “classic”) and ‘Run Mary Run’ (a “spiritual”) in the foyer of Langara’s 
A building on Wednesday morning. The performance, which attracted a crowd of listeners, is an annual rite of the holiday season. 
Studio 58’s singing sirens lure 
listeners to the main event
Drunk drivers get no quarter
	 118: people killed in 
B.C in drunk driving 
crashes last year
	 3,000: B.C. crashes 
  involving drunk 
drivers in an 
  average year
	 30 to 35:  per cent 
of crashes due to 
drug or alcohol 
impairment 
	 One in 10: number 
of impaired drivers 
after 10 p.m. on an 
average night
	 Nine: average of 
people killed by 
drunk drivers over 
the holidays
Source: B.C. Ministry of Public 
Safety
	
BY the
numbers
CounterAttack program not weakened by ruling: Cops
B.C.’s top court rules some drunk 
driving laws are  ‘unconstitutional’
Supreme court says parts 
of B.C.’s Automatic 
Roadside Prohibition law 
too severe and needs ‘fixes’
Get to know 
your new 
Vancouver 
councillors 
With four new city 
councillors about to be 
sworn in, The Voice puts 
some faces to the names.
By MARTIN WISSMATH
Vancouver’s new city councilors are in varying power positions, but each is eager to see their issues 
dealt with in the next three years.
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“Drunk 
driving is 
something 
we 
shouldn’t 
be taking 
lightly
CARSON CLOSE, 
Environmental 
Studies student
gEOrgE afflECk
NPA
Details about the swearing-in cere-
mony are still expected from the city, 
but Affleck has already made headlines 
by criticizing the $85,000 price tag of the 
2008 ceremony. 
George Affleck 
grew up in the 
Lower Mainland 
and has lived in 
Vancouver for 25 
years. He graduat-
ed from the Langa-
ra journalism pro-
gram and worked 
at the CBC. Affleck 
lives downtown 
and has three chil-
dren.
 “As the opposition party our job will 
be paying attention to decisions being 
made and holding the Vision-dominat-
ed council’s feet to the fire,” he said.
Elizabeth Ball is 
a long-time resi-
dent of the Cam-
bie/Main area of 
Vancouver and a 
mother of two. She 
founded the Car-
ousel Theatre 
Company on Gran-
ville Island in 1974. 
Ball previously 
served on Vancou-
ver city council under NPA Mayor Sam 
Sullivan from 2005 to 2008. During that 
time she initiated a $60 million upgrade 
of Vancouver theatres.
“I personally always look for the bet-
terment of the arts,” Ball said.
Adriane Carr 
was born in Van-
couver and grew 
up in the Lower 
Mainland and B.C. 
Kootenays. She 
earned a master’s 
degree in Urban 
Geography from 
UBC in 1980 and 
taught at Langara 
College in the early 
1980s. 
Carr was the first leader of the 
Green Party of British Columbia.
“I really am devoted to getting our 
society on to a sustainable track,” she 
said.
Tony Tang is a 
“long-time Van-
couver resident,” 
according to his 
campaign web-
page (votevision.
ca/candidate/tony-
tang-0). He holds a 
master’s degree in 
engineering from 
UBC. He has lived 
with his wife in the 
Quilchena neighbourhood for 18 years.
“We want to make Vancouver more 
affordable,” wrote Tang. “Not just 
housing, but the costs that families face 
on a regular basis like property taxes 
and community programs.”
By Shawn Gill
ICBC has just announced an average $30 annual increase on car insurance that will go into effect Feb. 1.
Though this only amounts to an av-
erage increase of $2.50 per month, it 
comes on the heels of several rate in-
creases that have student drivers feel-
ing the pinch.
“I don’t understand why they keep 
increasing it. I’m definitely going to be 
feeling the pinch,” said Dona-Rita Nas-
sour, a human kinetics student. 
Jordan Bateman, the B.C. director of 
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation, 
said although $2.50 a month doesn’t 
seem like a lot it should be viewed in 
the broader context of recent rate in-
creases on drivers.
“Drivers are feeling very pinched,” 
said Bateman in a phone interview. 
Noting that the rate increase for insur-
ance comes after “increases to the gas 
tax through the annual increases of the 
carbon tax and the recently announced 
TransLink hike that increased the gas 
tax by $0.02 per litre.” 
The announcement of the rate in-
crease comes after the public insurer 
has handed over $576 million to the pro-
vincial government over the last two 
years. 
“The B.C. government has been tak-
ing money out of ICBC to balance their 
own books. The province has to lower 
its spending,” Bateman said. 
ICBC President Jon Schubert said 
that the hand over of $576 million 
comes solely from the optional insur-
ance side of the business.
“This [money] could not have been 
used to reduce the impact on basic in-
surance rates,” said Schubert by email.
According to ICBC, the increased 
rates are the result of a $90 million de-
cline in investment income this year 
and a $350 million increase in bodily 
injury payments. 
Schubert said that ICBC is trying to 
bring down payments for bodily inju-
ries by helping customers get better 
quicker, and investing in road safety.
“Our intersection safety camera pro-
gram is a great example of this,” 
Schubert said. 
According to a Fraser Institute study, 
as of 2009, the average auto insurance 
premium in B.C. was $1,113, the second 
highest rate in Canada. Ontario has the 
highest average premiums at $1,281, 
and Quebec has lowest the lowest aver-
age premiums at $642 per month. 
Twenty-nine per cent of the 2.8 mil-
lion vehicles in B.C. are in Greater Van-
couver. Yet just over 40 per cent of the 
258,000 automobile accidents in B.C. in 
2010 took place in Greater Vancouver.
There are more cars on the road to-
day (2.79 million) than there were peo-
ple in B.C. in 30 years ago (2.75 million). 
Today, there is one car for every 1.6 
person in the province.
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VPD cop tweets from streets 
of city’s Downtown Eastside 
ICBC rate hike burdens student drivers 
Students feel 
safe on board 
city buses
Langara grad Cont. Steve Addison live-tweeted his day on the job 
Despite more altercations 
being reported in 2011, 
Langara students still feel 
safe while riding transit
Const. Steve 
Addison, who 
graduated 
from Langara’s 
journalism 
program, live-
tweeted his 
stories while 
patrolling the 
streets of the 
Downtown Eas-
tide yesterday 
from 3 p.m. 
when he began 
his shift.
MATT HYNDMAN
photoBy DEVOn MaCKEnZiE
Langara students feel safe on transit despite recent concerns of bus driv-ers being assaulted by citizens.
Vancouver bus drivers are calling for 
increased transit police patrols after 
150 reported attacks on drivers within 
the past year. 
“Generally I feel pretty safe,” said 
general studies student Helen Cheung, 
who added even late night bus rides 
pose little concern. 
Cheung said any unsafe feelings 
were experienced while waiting at bus 
stops — something she feels additional 
transit police presence on buses 
wouldn’t help. 
 “Sometimes it just makes a differ-
ence if there’s more people around,” 
she said.
Tim Carlson, a student in Langara’s 
Studio 58 program said he never feels 
unsafe on transit but he does have con-
cerns about altercations between 
males on buses. 
“A lot of the time women are seen as 
the ones who might get harassed but 
it’s more just like a comment in pass-
ing,” Carlson said. “I think a lot of 
males are in danger of becoming a part 
of an altercation … because they tend 
to mouth-off to each other more.”
Carlson said increased patrol on 
transit could help curb bus brawls. But 
he added the incidents he’s been in-
volved in have never gone beyond ver-
bal exchanges.
TransLink’s public information offi-
cer Drew Snider said he believes 
TransLink’s efforts to up safety on 
main bus routes have helped in mini-
mizing altercations that happen on 
board buses. He also noted both rider-
ship and assaults on board transit are 
up in the last year. 
“I know there’s been a bit of an in-
crease in assault incidents, but we also 
have to be aware that there’s been an 
increase in ridership. We’re currently 
running ahead of last years ridership, 
even with the Olympics in 2010.” 
Transit police reported 1,405 as-
saults in 2010, a 25 per cent increase 
from 2009 that saw 1,128 assaults.
Transit police weren’t able to com-
ment on future plans, but Snider said 
it’s only logical that more people on 
board and more service hours means 
there’s more opportunity for incidents. 
“Just about every bus out of the Van-
couver transit centre, which includes 
most of the buses that serve Langara, 
are now equipped with video cameras 
which capture events on board,” Snider 
said. 
His tips for staying safe on transit if 
you feel uncomfortable included sitting 
or standing as close to the front of the 
bus as possible. He also said to make 
sure you notify the nearest driver or 
transit authority if you feel the slight-
est discomfort about something, and 
staying in the on-camera areas.
	 There is one car for 
every 1.6 person in 
the  province
	 The average insur-
ance rate in B.C. 
was $1,113 in 2009 
the second highest 
rate in Canada 
	 29 per cent of the 
2.8 million vehicles 
on the road in B.C. 
are found in the 
Metro Vancouver 
area
	 There are more cars 
on the road today 
(2.79 million) than 
there were people 
30 years ago (2.75 
million)
Source: Fraser institute 
B.C. 
car facts 
“
Just 
nabbed a 
shoplifter 
with a 
stolen hat 
stuffed in 
his pants. 
Says he 
was going 
to sell it 
for food. 
Sad.
COnST. STEVE 
aDDiSOn
via Twitter
By Shawn Gill
C
onst. Steve Addison of the Van-
couver Police live-tweeted from 
his foot patrol of the Downtown 
Eastside during his shift last 
night.
He used his tweets to shine a lit on 
what its like for a beat cop on a chal-
lenging beat. 
“It’s easy to see the problems down 
here as being really black and white,” 
said Addison in an interview last week. 
“But when you get down here you re-
alize that it’s more complicated than 
that.”
On Wednesday at 5 p.m. he tweeted: 
“Just nabbed a shoplifter with a stolen 
hat stuffed in his pants. Says he was 
gonna sell it for food. Sad.”
Earlier he wrote: “Drunk guy passed 
out on wet sidewalk. 6 people watching, 
but nobody helping. Church staff took 
him in.”
The VPD hopes that the public will 
benefit from its use of social media to 
tell the story of what a beat cop sees 
and whom they interact with during 
their daily duties, said Const. Lindsey 
Houghton, a media spokesperson for 
the VPD. 
Addison, a Langara journalism grad, 
has been at the forefront of the VPD’s 
engagement with the media since he 
started his blog Eastside Stories, Diary 
of a Vancouver Beat Cop in September. 
Addison said that the DTES, which 
has always been a very complex and 
challenging part of the city, is worse 
now than it was 35 years ago.
“Things have gotten worse in the 
sense that people are sicker” Addison 
said. 
Among the street population in the 
DTES, the prevalence of HIV/AIDS and 
an epidemic of hepatitis C having con-
tributed to worsening conditions as 
has “a big increase in the DTES of peo-
ple who are mentally ill [due de-institu-
tionalization],” Addison said.
 “Now we’re dealing with people who 
are psychotic and unpredictable be-
cause of their mental illness not just 
because of drugs,” Addison said.
Addison and the seven other officers 
who police the DTES respond to to-
day’s challenges by helping the people 
they can help.
“Some people don’t want help,” Ad-
dison said, one of the biggest problems 
facing the DTES is that victims of 
crimes are afraid to speak out.
Darrell Kean, a Langara criminology 
instructor and former cop, is skeptical 
of the benefit to having police tweeting 
on the job. 
“Social media is a great tool but it 
can also be a huge time waster too.”
“People may be more willing to send 
information by a tweet rather than 
stop, call or wait until they see a police 
officer. 
“But you’re still limited to 140 char-
acters, and that in itself may be a prob-
lem.” 
This is the third tweet-along by a 
Vancouver police officer this year and 
the first by a DTES beat cop.
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Vancouver bus drivers are calling 
for increased transit police patrols. 
As the public insurer 
announced a new rate hike 
on the heels of other 
increases, students say 
they expect to feel the pinch
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New features have been 
added to Bright Nights 
which opens tomorrow.
The Festival of Lights 
event is being held in the 
Langara Students’ Union 
building today
Stanley Park twinkles for burn fundSanta Claus 
and friends 
have arrived
	 Runs Dec. 2 to  
Jan. 2, 2012
	 Open Sunday to 
Thursday 3 p.m. to 
10 p.m. and Friday 
to Saturday 3 p.m. 
to 11 p.m.
	 Entry by donation
	 More info at van-
couver.ca/bright 
nights
Source: Vancouver Board of 
Parks and Recreation
BRIGHT
Nights info
By DANIEL PALMER
R
obyn McVicker still remembers 
the magic of visiting the iconic 
Woodward’s Windows each 
Christmas with her family. As 
the director of communications and 
public affairs at Canada Place, she aims 
to recapture that magic this season 
with an intricate set of window dis-
plays across downtown.
Canada Place spokeswoman Laurie 
Purdon said, “On select evenings, we’re 
going to have Christmas carolers, 
roasted chestnuts, hot chocolate. So 
there will be a lot of ambience happen-
ing here.” 
She noted the best time to find such 
revelry is on Fridays through Sundays 
between 5-9 p.m.
The free event opens today and runs 
until Jan. 4. Onlookers are encouraged 
to embrace the season of giving and do-
nate to the Strathcona Community 
Centre’s food security for children pro-
gram, which helps feed kids in the 
poorest community in the country.
“[With] every $2 donation, you’ll be 
entered to win an all-inclusive vacation 
to Mexico,” McVicker said.
The Woodwards Windows are scat-
tered throughout various walking-dis-
tance locations in downtown, including 
the original Woodwards site.
“There’s four scenes here at Canada 
Place, the three Bentall Centre loca-
tions, London Drugs and then the 
Christmas market,” Purdon said, add-
ing that the event has attracted as 
many as 60,000 visitors in years past.
To help you navigate the tour, you 
can visit the Canada Place website and 
download their mobile Christmas app.
“They download it, they get the map 
and then they check in at the six loca-
tions, and when they successfully com-
plete it, they enter to win a $2,000 shop-
ping spree at London Drugs,” said 
McVicker.
For more information on the Canada 
Place festivities, visit canadaplace.
com/christmas.
By EMMA CRAWFORD
The holidays are just around the corner and visions of sugarplums are dancing in our heads.
To celebrate, students are invited to 
join in the Langara Students’ Union’s 
Festival of Lights today from 11:30 until 
2:30 p.m. in the LSU building.
Some of the scheduled activities in-
clude making gingerbread houses, 
decorating gingerbread men, raffles 
and free ping-pong and air hockey.
Eli Zbar, the LSU’s media liaison, 
said in an e-mail the event is being held 
so students can enjoy one of the last 
days of regular classes in a festive at-
mosphere. 
“Student feedback has been ex-
tremely positive from previous events,” 
Zbar said. 
“We have modeled this event like the 
previous, successful events.”
Another reason the event is taking 
place is to raise money for the Vancou-
ver Food Bank, Zbar said. 
Douglas Crocker is a second-year 
science student at Langara. He said he 
is planning to attend.
“I will probably go,” he said. “You got 
cookies, I’m there.”
Langara students Shanyne Noel and 
Amanda John said they think the event 
sounds like fun and they like the idea of 
free refreshments. 
John said she is most interested in 
the cookies.“I like gingerbread,” she 
said.
“We might check it out,” Noel said. 
A few special visitors are scheduled 
to attend.
“Santa, Frosty and Rudolph will be 
live at the event,” Zbar said. “They will 
be visiting the day care as well.” 
He also said the LSU will be promot-
ing an environmentally friendly ap-
proach to gift giving, and will be rais-
ing awareness about this topic at the 
festival.
The Festival of Lights will be the 
LSU’s second water bottle-free event. 
The first was its Cultural Awareness 
day a few weeks ago.
By MARTIN WISSMATH
The 14th Annual Bright Nights in Stanley Park opens tomorrow with some new attractions.
The yearly holiday event will be add-
ing a new North Pole feature that in-
cludes a parade of trees, and Santa 
Claus himself. It will use the location of 
the Children’s Farmyard that was 
closed by the Vancouver Parks Board 
in early January this year.
“We have the main barn where the 
animals were,” said Ray Boucher, 
chairman of the Bright Nights commit-
tee. “We turned that into the North 
Pole and Santa’s house. All the stalls 
where the animals were once located 
are now [filled with] Christmas trees.”
Bright Nights is one of the most im-
pressive displays of Christmas lights in 
Canada, Boucher said.
“We put up over two million lights. 
There’s not many displays that can say 
they do that,” he said. 
Boucher is also a director on the B.C. 
Professional Fire Fighters’ Burn Fund, 
a registered charity for burn survivors 
that collects donations from the Bright 
Nights event. Boucher said about 
$200,000 was raised last year for the 
fund and he hopes to match that this 
year.
“I know that times are tough eco-
nomically, but if we can get in the ball-
park [of last years’ donations] I’d be 
real happy again.”
Firefighters from across B.C. volun-
teer their time to put up the display, 
Boucher said.
“It takes about 500 firefighters from 
34 [local departments] in the province 
to put the display together and put it up 
in November,” he said. 
Bright Nights has grown since it be-
gan 14 years ago, when an older display 
in Surrey had outgrown its location, 
Boucher said. 
“The Burn Fund was approached by 
Surrey firefighters,” he said, “so we 
went to the Parks Board and they 
agreed. So that’s how we got to [Stan-
ley Park].”
One of the Bright Nights’ most popu-
lar attractions, the Bright Nights Train, 
which runs on Stanley Park’s minia-
ture railway, will have a portion of tick-
et sales donated to the Burn Fund. The 
rest will go to the Vancouver Parks 
Board. 
Entrance to the event is by donation.
DANIEL PALMER photo
Woodward’s Christmas windows adorn Canada Place.
Clockwise from 
top: Santa and 
Mrs. Claus pose 
for photos last 
year; take a 
walk among 
gingerbread 
houses; Bright 
Nights Train is 
one of the most 
popular 
attractions; the 
Grinch made 
an appearance 
last year.
THREE SIXTY  
PHOTOGRAPHY
photos
hristmas
Windows decked with holiday magic
c
Nine Woodward’s Windows open today and can be found at six locations downtown
DANIEL PALMER photo
Visions of Christmas past will be on 
display at Canada Place until Jan. 4.
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Former lovers seek revenge
Let’s talk 
about 
sex, baby
How often do men really 
think about sex every day? 
A recent study debunks  
the common myth 
Social networking sites are creating easier ways to embarrass an ex 
By JENNIFER FONG
Walt Disney is cryogenically fro-zen, masturbation causes blind-ness, and men think about sex 
every seven seconds. One of these 
myths was recently debunked by a 
study conducted by Ohio State Univer-
sity.
The study found that men think 
about sex 19 times a day, contrary to 
the 8,000 plus that would result from a 
sexual thought every seven seconds. 
It also found that men think about 
eating just as often, and that men are 
more likely than women to think about 
biological needs in general.
“It is absurd to think that all men 
would be thinking about sex all the 
time,” said Terri Fisher, psychology 
professor and lead researcher in the 
study. 
“I suspect it was just something that 
was said once, sounded right, got re-
peated, and became fact.” 
Fisher conducted the study with the 
help of researchers Zachary Moore and 
Mary-Jo Pittenger. Nearly 300 college 
students between the ages of 18 and 25 
used a counter to tally their daily 
thoughts on sex, food and sleep.
Men were found to think about food 
18 times a day and sleep 11 times a day, 
with women at 15 and 8 times respec-
tively.
The topics of food and sleep were in-
cluded to hide the study’s focus on sex.
“I was surprised that the males 
thought more about all three need cat-
egories than did the females,” said 
Fisher. 
“I was also a bit surprised that the 
reported sexual thought frequency was 
so low, given that these participants 
were mostly in their late teens,” she 
added.
Males in the study thought about sex 
one to 388 times a day, while women 
ranged from one to 140.
Participants were given a question-
naire to gage their attitude toward sex-
uality prior to the study. Results 
showed that those who were more com-
fortable with their sexuality were more 
likely to think about sex.
“I hope that this study will let others 
know that variability is the rule,” said 
Fisher. “Because there is so much vari-
ability, men and women should feel 
comfortable with who they are, wheth-
er that is someone who thinks about 
sex a lot or a little.”
By RUMAN KANG
I
n today’s dating world revenge is a 
dish best served online. With web-
sites like Facebook and twitter, the 
easiest way for your ex to seek re-
venge after a bad break-up is through 
social media.
Eventually your ex’s anger will sub-
side, but anything that they have posted 
about you online will be permanent. 
The website, IsAnyoneUp.com, 
prompts users to submit nude photos of 
exes or hookups, and then cross-refer-
ences those photos with pictures pulled 
from Facebook and other social net-
working sites. 
Hunter Moore, creator of IsAnyone-
Up, has never been sued for the posts, 
but he has been physically attacked. A 
disgruntled woman stabbed Moore af-
ter she discovered her nude photos 
were featured on his site.
Despite the website being controver-
sial in nature, it is protected under the 
Communications Decency Act as long 
as the photos are of people over the age 
of 18. 
While most people agree that posting 
intimate photos and texts from an ex on-
line is despicable, there is also a consen-
sus that people should be more account-
able for their sexts. 
“I think everyone loves good gossip. 
I’ve seen things on people’s [Facebook]
newsfeeds, and it looks interesting but 
it’s hard to know what’s true,” said 
Surya Carmichael, environmental stud-
ies student.
Emily Henney, studio 58 student 
agrees, “I think that this is the risk you 
run when you engage in sexting and you 
have a Facebook profile with a lot of in-
formation on it.” 
IsAnyoneUp gets around 30 million 
page views a month and submitted pho-
tos receive ratings based on desirability. 
Hell hath no fury like a lover scorned, 
keep that in mind the next time you are 
about to send a sexy photo to your sig-
nificant other.
Get on your cocktail party’s best dressed list
By ALEXANDRA GRANT
Festive dressing for the holidays need not involve Christmas tree earrings or candy cane brooches. 
With the help of some of Vancouver’s 
top style and beauty experts, raising 
the sartorial bar for holiday dressing 
without looking like a walking holiday 
advertisement has never been easier.
Fashion blogger and jewellery de-
signer Monika Hibbs said the holidays 
serve as a special opportunity to look 
more glamorous than usual at holiday 
events.
“I would definitely be looking for 
something with sequins when it comes 
to New Years,” Hibbs said. 
“When it comes to Christmas, may-
be even the classic ‘Jackie O. dress,’ but 
instead of black I would do it in red to 
look more festive.”
Though some people may feel com-
pelled to buy statement pieces during 
the holidays, Amrit Baidwan, who 
owns the Gastown boutique Ishara, 
said many people have been picking 
festive party wear that carry more lon-
gevity.
“I think the way people shop now is 
different than the way they did in years 
before because they want [their pieces] 
to carry for the whole year,” said Baid-
wan. “You don’t want to buy a piece 
that you can really only wear on New 
Years, so I think anything with a bit of 
metallic threading has a bit more of 
that festive look without being com-
pletely flashy.”
Baidwan also suggests buying dress-
es in vibrant colours, such as cobalt 
blue or cherry red. Strong colours are 
still eye-catching and easy to acces-
sorize in a festive way, yet they can be 
worn throughout the year, said Baid-
wan.
Amande He, the designer of the Van-
couver-based jewellery line Rocaille 
Design, said statement jewellery 
achieves instant glamour for holiday 
parties. 
“To stand out in the crowd and avoid 
being kitschy, look for unique pieces,” 
said He. “I like bigger pieces...it pulls 
an outfit together, makes a statement, 
and can transform a look from day to 
night, which is a great for that after 
work staff party.”
To complete the holiday look, Van-
couver-based makeup artist Eman 
Aziz said the holiday season is the per-
fect chance to try something bold, such 
as a smoky eye.
“I would say one of my favourite hol-
iday looks is a classic gold eye and a 
red lip,” Aziz added. “It totally dresses 
any outfit up and it goes really well 
with the tones people usually wear for 
[the holidays].”
Aziz also suggested buying glitter, 
which is available in a fine, highly pig-
mented form, and adding a touch of it 
to the eyelids and the inner eye tear 
duct. Aziz said glitter can also be add-
ed to lip gloss to highlight the centre of 
the lips, making them appear fuller.
Keep away from tacky 
and stay classy at this 
year’s holiday parties
	 Sequined dresses  
are perfect for New 
Years parties
	 Larger accessories 
help pull an outfit 
together
	 Add glitter to the 
centre of you lips to 
make them appear 
larger
	 Vibrantly coloured 
dresses are easier 
to accessorize in a 
festive way
	 Clothing with  
metallic threading 
is festive without 
being too flashy
 
SEASON
essentials
“I think 
it’s a risk 
you run 
when you 
engage in 
sexting.
Emily Henney,
Studio 58 
RUMAN KANG photo
With the growth of social media 
use, make-ups and break-ups are 
ending up documented online.
ALEXANDRA GRANT photo
From left to right: Metallic threading makes the Charlie Jade dress festive yet subdued enough to wear. The golden Rebecca Minkoff ac-
cessories will add holiday glamour to your look. All items are sold at Ishara boutique.
Photo courtesy of flickr creative commons: 
PHILIPPE LEROYER
A couple expressing their affections 
on a Parisian street.
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Nobody likes being charged with a crime they didn’t commit.Thankfully, B.C. Supreme 
Court Justice Jon Sigurdson seems 
to agree, as he ruled yesterday that 
the province’s year-old impaired 
driving laws are unconstitutional.
After a year of headaches sur-
rounding the laws, it’s about time 
something was done.
The new laws, which were 
instituted in September 2010, 
basically left police officers as 
roadside judges, juries and execu-
tioners.
The cops were in charge of 
delivering an impaired driving 
ruling, an immediate roadside 
prohibition to any driver with a 
blood-alcohol content of higher than 
.05 per cent. 
They were also left with the duty 
of impounding the offender’s vehicle 
for three to 30 days.
Costs to get vehicles out of 
impound, pay fines and install the 
required vehicle interlock device 
reached over $5000 for many, even if 
they were first time offenders.
Although ICBC’s figures showed 
that drunk driving deaths were 
reduced by 40 per 
cent in wake of the 
new laws, the 
question remains 
as to how far 
something like 
this can be taken.
If cutting down 
the blood-alcohol 
levels to .05 for 
drivers yielded a 
40 per cent drop in 
deaths, why not 
make drunk 
driving completely 
illegal? 
Better yet, why not ban the sale of 
alcohol completely so that no one 
can drive drunk?
And, since the new laws allowed 
police officers to act as roadside 
judges and juries, while we’re at it, 
why don’t we allow them to pass 
judgment on other situations? 
If they can hand out roadside 
prohibitions and charges for drunk 
driving, why not allow them to make 
guilty or innocent rulings when 
someone is accused of robbery? Or, 
better yet, assault?
The question here is how silly do 
the laws have to get before we do 
something about them?
Justice Sigurdson said this in his 
ruling yesterday:
“I recognize the pressing nature 
and importance of removing 
impaired drivers from the highway.  
However, that government objective 
can be fully and efficiently realized 
while respecting the rights of the 
individual driver as well.”
Thank you, Justice Sigurdson for 
proving that common sense, when it 
comes to realizing laws, still 
prevails. 
 
OPINION
Devon 
MacKenzie
City bus drivers are calling for more police patrols after several of their own have been 
assaulted in recent months.  Their 
demands are justified.
In a recent article, The Vancouver 
Sun stated that 150 drivers have 
been assaulted on the job in the past 
year.  
Bus drivers have to deal with a 
large threshold of people, as transit 
is so readily accessible.  
People who have been out 
partying and drinking all night most 
often opt for the bus, as it’s cheaper 
than taking a cab.  But not all 
drunks are happy-go-lucky and 
drivers become easy targets.
And fare evaders are becoming a 
more common nuisance, jumping on 
buses through the back door then 
accosting the driver when they are 
told to get off.
So what can be done to ensure 
drivers’ safety?  Would more police 
patrols help?
Though more police patrols might 
help in some cases, police can’t be in 
all locations 24/7. 
And if someone 
riding the bus 
wants to act out, 
they will and 
location won’t 
matter.
TransLink has 
seen a surge in 
ridership this 
past year surpass-
ing its 200 million 
riders in 2010.  
That’s a lot of 
people for bus drivers to deal with.
Transit is a service for everyone 
and when drivers get attacked it 
only ruins it for the rest of us.  If 
more police are put on patrol, more 
money is needed to pay them.  Fares 
are already pretty expensive. 
Vancouver boasts some of the 
highest transit fares in Canada next 
to Toronto.  And unless you are 
lucky enough to have a UPass, 
leaving your car at home and opting 
for the bus or Skytrain can really 
add up.
TransLink’s new chip technology 
and fare gates might be a good way 
to deter some of these offenders, at 
least some of the fare evaders.  But 
it might not necessarily help drivers 
facing difficult situations. 
Maybe the best solution is to have 
transit police on buses.  But do we 
really need to resort to the same 
tactics as what airlines have for 
drivers to be safe?  It may come to 
that but for now let’s just show some 
respect for bus drivers.
More police 
patrols for 
bus drivers
OPINION
Anne Watson I
f you are a redhead in Denmark 
your days are numbered.
Now the largest sperm bank in 
the world, Cryos International has 
gone and turned that upside down 
because they have decided the 
demand for redheaded children is a 
thing of the past.
A past that goes back to 100,000 
years and includes such famous 
redheads as Napoleon Bonaparte, 
Elizabeth I and Winston Churchill.
If Cryos is correct on assuming 
the world doesn’t want any more 
redheads they  haven’t travelled to 
North America in recent years.
Our own Canucks captain Henrik 
Sedin and left wing brother Daniel 
have put the redhead back on the 
map here in Vancouver.
This year the sudden thrust of 
orange for the 
B.C. Lions isn’t 
just in the jersey 
but also their star 
quarterback and 
carrot top Travis 
Lulay.
Could it be that 
the world’s most 
eligible bachelor, 
Prince Harry is 
being told he is no 
longer cool when 
he had only just 
brought redheads back in vogue.
Maybe we have never left.  After 
all the Lucille Ball’s, the Conan 
O’Brien’s and even the Katherine 
Hepburn’s have always stood out.
For redheads worldwide Cryos 
may be doing them a favour. 
By stopping the sperm donations 
they may be keeping to the natural 
dynamic of becoming a redhead.
As many redheads know, mom 
and dad are often not red at all.  
It can come as a surprise to them 
that they have produced a redhead-
ed child until they remember 
grandma had red hair when she was 
young or Uncle Albert was the fair 
redhead.
So for all those ginger heads out 
there, do not despair.
You are unique and Cryos has just 
made steps to keep you that way.
OPINION
Lynda Chapple
Gingers are here to stay, 
banning them pointless
Common sense needed for the 
provincial drunk driving laws
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By Lynda ChappLe
A 
Westbank, B.C. resident has 
taken her fight for the right to 
die to the Supreme Court in a 
trial that begins today with 
hopes to overturn B.C. laws.
Gloria Taylor, 63, was diagnosed two 
years ago with the terminal disease 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, com-
monly known as ALS, which slowly 
causes progressive paralysis and has 
no known cure or effective treatment. 
Taylor’s condition has deteriorated 
to the point that she requires home 
care. Bound to a wheelchair, Taylor 
spoke at a press conference in down-
town Vancouver the day prior to the 
trial.
“I am slowly dying piece by piece, 
day by day,” said Taylor. “I have strang-
ers assist me to shower, two different 
strangers twice a day and I feel con-
stant unrelenting pain in my neck.”
Currently the law allows the patient 
to take their own life when they are 
still physically able. 
But when they are no longer able, it 
is illegal for another person to assist 
them with their decision to die.
Luxembourg, the Netherlands and 
Belgium have all passed legislation le-
galizing medically assisted deaths, 
along with the U.S. states of Oregon 
and Washington.
One of the other three co-plaintiffs, 
Lee Carter, flew her 89-year old mother 
Kathleen “Kay” Johnson to Switzer-
land in Jan 2010 to end her life.
Carter’s husband Hollis Johnson and 
Victoria based doctor William Shoi-
chet are the other two plaintiffs in the 
lawsuit.
Taylor says she does not want to die 
more than anyone else but fears a pain-
ful death by suffocation.
“The disease impacts the ability to 
chew, swallow and eventually to 
breathe,” said Sheila Tucker, a lawyer 
who is part of a small team represent-
ing Taylor. 
“We are bringing this case so that 
people like Gloria will have a choice. A 
choice to have what they consider to be 
a good death, including the option of 
physician-assisted dying,” she said.
“This is for the people of Canada. 
We’re doing this for everybody. It’s 
hard but it needs to be done,” said Tay-
lor. 
“The majority of Canadians want 
this.”
Taylor said that a lot has changed, 
including prohibitive moral beliefs, 
since Sue Rodriguez unsuccessfully 
fought for her right to die in a similar 
case 18 years ago. 
Taylor said the time is right for a re-
view of the law.
The trial is expected to wrap up on 
Dec. 16 with a decision expected some-
time this winter.
ALS patient fights for right to die
Gloria Taylor to demand Supreme 
Court grant her assisted suicide today
LYNDA CHAPPLE photo
Lawyer Sheila Tucker, left, joins client Gloria Taylor at yesterday’s press conference where 
Taylor told reporters she believes she has a fundamental right to choose the manner of her death.
By Jen St. deniS
Even Santa would have trouble find-ing a place to park his sleigh at many Vancouver-area malls dur-
ing the busy Christmas shopping sea-
son. 
Park Royal has gone the furthest to 
try to manage the onslaught of fren-
zied shoppers. The West Vancouver 
shopping centre has introduced valet 
parking and a radio station that broad-
casts live traffic information. The new 
strategy will cost Park Royal around 
$100,000. 
“Everyone wants to be the closest to 
the entrance,” said Karen Foster, mar-
keting director of Brentwood Mall. 
“Even in July half the parking lot 
will be half empty but people will say 
‘there’s no parking.’” 
Foster says Brentwood sends out 
memos asking mall staff to park at the 
edges of the parking lot so that custom-
ers can park near the entrance.
Other shopping centres have their 
own ways of managing holiday traffic. 
It’s all about making the experience of 
Christmas shopping a little less har-
ried – and encouraging customers to 
walk a bit further to get from car to 
mall.
Shera Allibhai, marketing director 
at Capilano Mall, says shoppers often 
have a favourite spot they prefer to use 
every time they visit the mall.
“The customer has the perception 
that they’re going to be able to access 
everything they need from that specific 
point,” said Allibhai. 
“We try to remind our customers 
that there are other easy places to park 
in the mall that might not be so obvi-
ous.”
Capilano Mall uses signs and traffic 
controllers to direct traffic and make 
sure pedestrians can cross safely.
Metrotown is B.C.’s largest mall, and 
the enormous shopping centre has an 
extra-large parking lot to match. 
Metrotown is also next to a major 
transit hub, with Skytrain and bus 
stops just steps away from the mall. 
“We encourage [customers] to come 
whichever way is most convenient for 
them,” said Artie Chumpol, marketing 
manager for Metrotown. 
“During the holiday period people 
do have larger packages, so if [transit] 
doesn’t work for them, we do have 8,000 
[parking] spots for them to choose 
from.” 
Yule get help with mall 
parking this Christmas
Vancouver malls deploy 
parking assistants to 
relieve one of the holiday 
season’s biggest headaches
Photo from Wikipedia
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By Matt hyndMan
A new report from Statistics Canada says restaurant sales in B.C. have risen by 5 per cent in the last year, 
but some restaurants say that number 
may not tell the full story. 
The report says that across Canada, 
sales have increased by an average of 6 
per cent, led by a 7 per cent increase in 
special food services, which includes 
food carts.
“Sales are up but food prices are get-
ting way more expensive,” said a 
spokesman for Acropolis, a Greek res-
taurant on West Broadway. “Everything 
we’re buying is costing more money.” 
He said the restaurant will probably be 
forced to increase menu prices starting 
in January.
The Banana Leaf saw sales decrease 
in the past year while costs have risen 
significantly. “Our suppliers have told 
us their costs have increased and 
they’ve had to pass the buck to us,” said 
a spokeswoman for the restaurant. 
“We try not to increase the menu 
prices too much, but unfortunately 
we’ve had to do that and our customers 
have declined.”
East is East has also had to increase 
menu prices, but a spokeswoman said 
their customers haven’t decreased.
The addition of 19 new food carts in 
Vancouver last April likely played a role 
in the large increase in sales for special 
food services.
“I think the more food carts there 
are, up to a point, the more people are 
aware of them and the more they might 
make plans to stop and give them a try,” 
said Michael Kaisaris of Re-Up BBQ at 
the art gallery. 
He says sales have increased over the 
past year, with exception to the period 
in which Occupy Vancouver protestors 
stationed themselves next to his cart.
Kaisaris thinks food carts are bene-
fiting from the increase in prices at res-
taurants. “It’s cheap, and it’s better 
than hot dogs.”
But there are still growing pains for 
some food carts, like Bun Me Baguette 
on Robson, which opened in June.
Vicky Tran, who runs Bun Me, says 
her cart is still working to build up a 
reputation, and that the recession and 
high ingredient costs are affecting her 
business.
 “The cost is not cheap,” says Tran. 
“We make them as we would make it at 
home and that cuts into our profit mar-
gins.”
She says the addition of new food 
carts will hurt existing owners who are 
still trying to make a name for them-
selves.
Statistics Canada report 
shows growth in food 
service sector, but supply 
and consumer costs up
Eating out likely to cost 
more; carts to blame
MATT HYNDMAN photo
Vicky Tran runs Bun Me food cart
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By Carly Wignes
W
hen the men’s and women’s 
Langara Falcons basketball 
blew out Columbia Bible 
College on Nov.  26, 200 bois-
terous fans were there to cheer them 
on. 
Both teams hope that atmosphere 
continues tonight versus the Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University Eagles.
“It’s always nice to play in front of a 
bigger crowd,” said men’s head coach 
Jake McCallum. He believes the play-
ers fed off of the positive support. 
“They like having their friends and 
families out as well as supporters from 
the student body.”
The majority of the stands were 
filled with high school students who 
were specially invited to the games last 
Saturday to get a glimpse into college 
life.
Women’s coach Mike Evans said it 
got  “a little hectic” in the gym when 
free pieces of pizza, promised to the 
high school guests, were distributed in-
between the men’s and women’s 
games. 
“It was a good atmosphere,” he said. 
“There was lots of positive energy in 
the gym.”
McCallum said he hopes to see an-
other big turnout at tonight’s games 
against Kwantlen, but with exam time 
fast approaching, he doesn’t know 
what to expect.  
However, because the teams typical-
ly only play on Fridays and Saturdays 
Evans said the mid-week games might 
attract more Langara students than 
usual.
“Kwantlen is one game ahead of us 
in the standings so it’s going to be a 
huge game,” Evans said.
McCallum is confident the Falcons 
men, who beat KPU 111-78 in an exhibi-
tion game last month, will be ready to 
meet the “up-tempo pace” of the Ea-
gles. 
“We’re looking to take advantage of 
that [speed] because we like to run as 
well,” he said.
The women’s team tips off at 6 p.m. 
in the home gym and the men tip at 8 
p.m. 
Falcons hope for 
full house tonight
By eMMa CraWFOrD
This has been a grrrrreat week for B.C. Lions fans, who were invited to join the festivities at The Cele-
bration of Grey Cup Pride at B.C. Place 
on Wednesday evening, free of charge. 
The event was a large indoor party 
to commemorate the Lions’ winning 
the 99th Grey Cup after their victory 
over the Winnipeg Blue Bombers on 
Sunday, and to thank fans for their sup-
port.
“Our fans have been the foundation 
of our success in 2011 and this event is 
about celebrating a championship to-
gether as one,” Dennis Skulsky, Lions 
president and CEO, said in a statement 
earlier this week.
Scheduled events at the celebration 
included introductions to players, vid-
eo presentations and the opportunity 
to pose for photos with the Grey Cup. A 
limited number of commemorative 
posters were scheduled to be handed 
out to lucky fans as they left the venue. 
Wally Buono, the Lions’ general 
manager and head coach, addressed 
concerns earlier this week as to why 
there would be no parade for the home-
town heroes, saying he didn’t feel it 
was necessary. 
“Is a parade the only way to share 
what we have accomplished with the 
help of our fans?” asked Buono. “We 
want to celebrate and we’re going to do 
that.”
Andrew Harris, running back for the 
B.C. Lions, said earlier this week he 
feels the celebration is a good way to 
recognize the support they have re-
ceived from the team’s fans.
“I look forward to…giving back a lit-
tle bit,” he said.
Unfortunately, there was some con-
fusion as to when the celebration would 
take place. Originally the Lions said it 
would be on Tuesday at 11 a.m., how-
ever they eventually changed the date 
and time to compensate for working 
Vancouverites. First-year business stu-
dent Zach Noso would’ve enjoyed at-
tending, but he heard about it too late 
to make plans.
“I’d probably would have had some-
one to go with,” said Noso, whose fa-
vourite B.C. Lion is Travis Lulay, this 
season’s Most Outstanding Player.
The Lions have Grey Cup titles to 
date in their history: 1964, 1985, 1994, 
2000, 2006 and 2011.
By MOrna CassiDy
 
Soccer fans get ready; the White-caps Football Club kick off their 2012 season on March 10, 2012 at 
B.C. Place and the deadline for renew-
ing season tickets is today.
The team’s communications depart-
ment is making a big push to re-sell the 
seats to previous holders in anticipa-
tion of the second season of play in the 
Major League Soccer and the first full 
season in their new home at B.C. Place. 
“We are less than four months away 
from First Kick, the start of our first 
full season downtown in our world 
class home at BC Place. The club is ex-
cited to welcome back our great White-
caps FC fans, whose support helped us 
establish one of the busiest buildings in 
MLS, while creating our own unique 
soccer experience,” said team manage-
ment in a press release yesterday.
After the Dec. 1 deadline the seats 
will be open for public sale. Although 
the move to a larger stadium gives the 
team room to increase the number of 
seats sold, the team’s management is 
planning to maintain a 21,000 soccer 
stadium configuration; 15,000 of those 
seats are designated to season tickets 
holders.  
“If the demand is such that we need 
to sell more season tickets, B.C. Place 
gives us the room to increase the num-
bers, but right now we are planning on 
maintaining the current seating lay-
out,” said Nathan Vanstone, media re-
lations manager for the Whitecaps.
In their first season in the MLS, the 
Whitecaps drew an average of 20,136 
fans per game, with peaked support at 
27,500 for the match against the LA Gal-
axy.  The numbers rank them third in 
the league for attendance; impressive 
turnout for a team who finished their 
inaugural MLS season at the bottom of 
the standings. 
The Whitecaps are working hard 
this offseason to ensure their fans stick 
around. Yesterday they traded mid-
fielder Shea Salinas to the San Jose 
Earthquakes to improve cap space. 
The team’s most renowned support-
ers club, the Southsiders, is not wor-
ried about the team’s performance and 
plan to extend their membership to 
new fans.  
“We presently have 750 paid mem-
bers, with most owning two or more 
season ticket package. Almost all are in 
the process of renewing.  We are a com-
pletely inclusive group, with members 
of all ages, genders and ethnici-
ties,” said John Knox, 2011 president of 
the Southsiders supporters club. 
At the Southsiders annual general 
meeting on Dec. 5, the club will be re-
newing memberships for 2012 and sign-
ing up new members.
Lions’ fans 
get Grey 
Cup bash 
It may not be a parade, but 
the Grey Cup champs had 
their own celebration at 
BC Place on Wednesday
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The Falcons hope to have another raucous crowd when they face the Kwantlen Eagles tonight.
‘Caps 
ready 
for 2012
It may be months away, 
but the Whitecaps are 
ramping up  for their
second year in the MLS
Coaches want b-ball fans to show their support
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Lions receiver Akeem Foster does a 
celebratory dance for the cameras.
“It’s 
always 
nice to 
play in 
front of 
a bigger 
crowd.
Jake McCalluM, 
men’s basketball 
coach
After one 
season at 
Empire 
Field the 
Whitecaps 
are ready 
to move 
their team 
and fan-
base into 
BC Place.
